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ATTORNEY GENERAL 


STATE OF MONTANA 


Marc Racicot Justice Building 
Attorney General Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


In 1988 Montana experienced a substantial decrease in traffic fatalities. 
The 198 recorded traffic fatalities is the lowest number of deaths since 
1958 when 193 Montanans lost their lives on Montana's highways. 


During 1988 you complied voluntarily with the seat belt law. By doing so 
you have demonstrated not only your interest in public safety, but also 
your concern for your friends and neighbors on the street and highways 
of this state. Thanks to you and the efforts of law enforcement throughout 
Montana, the number of fatalities and injuries have declined significantly. 


The reduction in loss of life, limb, and property is our major objective. 
Management and training are important but we need you, the people of 
Montana, to help us rid our highways of death and destruction. Please 
continue to assist us in this effort. 


Sincerely, 


Bie, Rael 


MARC RACICOT 
Attorney General 
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Department of Justice 


MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL 


303 NORTH ROBERTS - HELENA, MONTANA 59620-1422 
(406) 444-7000 


Honorable Marc Racicot 
Attorney General 
Justice Building 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully submit 
this 1988 report of accident analysis. 


The greatest accomplishment of 1988 was reducing the 
highway traffic death toll to 198 fatalities. It has 
been 30 years since Montana highway traffic fatalities 
have been this low. 


1988, the first full year of enforcement of the mandatory 
seat belt law, has encouraged Montana citizens to wear 
their seat belts. The wearing of seat belts has had a 
qreat effect on the reduction of fatalities and serious 
injuries. 


Continued fair and impartial enforcement of all traffic 
laws will provide a safe environment on the State's 
highways to further reduce accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities. 


The Highway Patrol Division will continue to strive to 
Meet the increasing demands placed upon us and will 
continue to give our very best service to the citizens 
of Montana. Your guidance as Attorney General and 
support for traffic safety is appreciated by every 
ObETCer Of t ontana Highway rol: 


Sincerely 


Chief 
Montana Highway Patrol 
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MONTANA'S 19 8 8 TRAFFIC TOLL 


* 198 FATALITIES * ONE FATALITY EVERY 44.2 HOURS 

* 8,232 INJURIES * ONE INJURY EVERY 63.8 MINUTES 

* 16,059 ACCIDENTS REPORTED * ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 32.7 MINUTES 
* $152 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS * $416,000.00 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
--- 44 accidents 


Injuries -.. 23 injured persons 
Down 
2.4% MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between 3 and 4 p.m. than 
any other hour of the day. 


--- On Friday than any other 
day of the week. 


--- in December than any other 
month of the year. 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between 1 a.m and 2 a.n. 
Reported than any other time of day. 
Accidents 
Up --- on Friday and Saturday 
2.4% than any other day of the 
week. 


--- in December than any 
other month of the year. 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 
1 January 1988 - 31 December 1988 


Reportable Accidents 


($400 damage/death or injury) Drivers Involved: 

Interstate Highway 155i) Male 15,789 

U.S. Highway 3,997 Female 9,978 

State Highway Bye oul Not Stated | 1 

County Roads Ze O 

Local Streets 37 10 Total 24,768 

Total 16,059 Accidents Investigated: 
Deaths Resulting 198 Highway Patrol 7,590 
Injuries (non-fatal) S232 Other Agencies 8,469 
KKEKKKKEKEKKEKEKKKEKKEKEKEKKKEEKEKEKEEKKEKEEEKEKEKKEEEEKEEKEEKEEKEKEEKEKEKEKKEEKKKKKEKKKKESE 

SUMMARY 
Accidents Fatal Non-Fatal Estimated 

Month Reported Accidents Deaths Injuries Economic Loss 
Jan. 1,504 6 Z 536 8,644,000 
Feb. 1 oe: 8 vil 496 8,695,000 
Mar. 1,027 13 13 548 10,128,000 
Apr. 1,081 16 19 596 12,239,000 
May 1,158 17. 17, 677 13,635,000 
June 1,232 22 23 769 16,096,000 
July 1,384 20 20 905 14,720,000 
Aug. 1,449 21 22 870 16,554,000 
Sept. La 2a 14 14 654 11,511,000 
Oct. 1,296 10 aLal TS 11,625,000 
Nov. 1,670 12 13 738 12,302,000 
Dec. ITT! 24 28 730 16,259,000 


16,059 183 198 8,232 $152,408,000 


TOTAL TRAFFIC DEATHS - 1988 


%INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM PREVIOUS YEAR 


CITY STREETS 0.0% 
COUNTY ROADS My 
U.S. HIGHWAYS -24.8% 


INTERSTATE +14.8% 


ALL FATALITIES 1545 


COUNTY ROADS 


PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 


U.S. & STATE HIGHWAYS 


109 


PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 


(SNE ENG INTERSTATE 
PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 
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FATALITIES BY AGE AND SEX 
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AGE BY SEX 


A3 FEMALE 


EE) MALE 


W 8 


EVA Ai) i eet Eas By Ye MOON =D Hi 


MONTANA 


Jan. 20 13 32 22 20 23 8 10 21 7 176 
Feb. 19 19 20 3 21 12 9 8 12 a lal 134** 
March 22 21 18 5 18 26 15 iLy/ 9 13 174 
April is) 26 23 26 16 ALY 10 10 28 19 194 
May jal jib 28 21 22 14 24 AL7/ 14 ity ZAAUS | 
June 38 41 27 23 26 17) 32 34 21 23 282 
July 34 36 44 32 30 30 35 33 18 20 312 
Aug. 28 39 43 33 51 29 30 34 29 22 338% 
Sept. 36 23 21 24 35 21 22 9 19 14 224 
Oct. 34 24 31 20 tS 24 12 24 23 11 218 
Nov. 28 ZANE, 31 22 21 20 12 a7) 15 13 208 
Dec. 23 23 20 13 11 5 14 9 25 28 171 


TOTALS 332 325 338 254 286 238 223 222 234 198 2650** 


* Highest month over 10 year period 


** Lowest month over 10 year period 


*** Total persons killed over 10 year period 
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FATALITIES AND DRINKING 


1988 


ME ORN arArN TA 


DRIVERS PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BEY CELESTES TOTAL 
Month Killed HBD Killed ||HBD Killed HBD (Kai@ed. BBD Killed) HED 
Jan. 5 4 2 al 0 0 0 0 7 5 
Feb. of 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 UE 2 
Mar. uae 9 1 i 0 0 ny 0 13 10 
Apr. 2 8 5 2 2 al 0 0 1S) i 
May 10 5 3 i 3 2 av 0 17 8 
June 18 ial 4 ib alt 0 0 0 23 iz 
July 8 5 9 2 a 1 2 1 20 9 
Aug. ial v7 iL() 3 aL 0 0 0 ie 10 
Sept. alps 7 2 1 a 0 0 0 14 8 
(Oleiee 8 4 2 0 al 1 0 0 Tat 5 
Nov. iE 5 at al i 0 0 0 as 6 
Dec. 16 5 7 al 5 3 0 0 28 9 
TOTAL 128 72 50 14 16 8 4 al 198 5 


HBD - had been drinking 


of 


of 


of 


of 


(.05% blood alcohol or more) 


drivers killed had been drinking 
passengers killed had been drinking 
pedestrians killed had been drinking 


all persons killed had been drinking 
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Total for Month: 7 Total for Month: ll Total for Month: 13 
Total for Year: 7 Total for Year: 18 Total for Year: 31 


Total for Month: 19 Total for Month: 17 Total for Month: 23 
Total for Year: 50 Total for Year: 67 Total for Year: 90 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


Total for Month: 20 Total for Month: 22 


: A Total for Month: 14 
Total for Year: 110 Total for Year: [se Total for Year: 146 


Total for Month: 11 Total for Month: 13 Total for Month: 28 
Total for Year: 157 Total for Year: 170 Total for Year: 198 
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ACCIDENTS BY DAY - 1988 
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0.0.0.0 © © 0,0 0.0.0.0 0.0.02, 
wovetererererorereeeeeeeeeees 


Thursday 
2209 


TOTAL ACCIDENTS 


eececcoe 


> 
a 
no) 
> om © 
On oO 
wo cm 
N oN 
> 
> sore = 
i") 
> ae 
Es} 2 = 
Dv = ire] 
rae @. NWN 
30 CH 
a 
a uw 
isp) 


50505 
etetetes 


Thursday 
16 


FATAL ACCIDENTS 


Wednesday 
24 


W 15 


Holiday 
Memorial Day 


2 DEATHS 


Independence Day 


1 DEATH 


Labor Day 


3 DEATHS 


Thanksgiving 


0 DEATHS 


Christmas 


2 DEATHS 


New Year's 


2 DEATHS 


MONTANA 


1988 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number 
of Hours 


78 


78 


78 


102 


78 


78 


Patrol 
DisttLilce 


(I 

(Gm 
(CAbIE IE 
(IV 


(EE 
(IV 


(a 
(LE 
(at 
(IV 


(I 
(II 
Chit 
(IV 


(I 

(QEAE 
((AE1e ae 
(CAW/ 


Fatal 


Accidents 


(Ss) =| —) Oro oi NS Oo ooOorF (ay ter | 


coc 


Persons 
Killed 


SS) | oo°co NOOrF (S) (eS) ©) |! (Sy ISh | 


KHOKO 


ALCOHOL AND DEATHS 
FATAL TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 


+ 


198 


> \\\ g 
oP 


2\\\W 5 
ep 


TE 


L DEATHS E& ALCOHOL RELATED 


[Ee SOTA 


ALCOHOL AND DRIVERS 
FATAL ACCIDENTS 


ZzI2=2ower Ou At—>Suwcwn 


EZ, DRINKING DRIVERS 


[=] TOTAL DRIVERS 


ANALYSIS OF LARGE TRUCK/TRACTOR TRAILER 
FATAL ACCIDENTS IN MONTANA IN 1988 


Fatal truck accidents during 1988 claimed the lives of 
four truck drivers, thirteen drivers or passengers in 
other vehicles, and one pedestrian. Thirteen of the 
seventeen accidents involved two or more vehicles. 


Of the seventeen fatal truck accidents, two involved 
tractors with double trailers, ten involved semi-trucks and 
trailers, one truck and pole trailer, and four were 
straight trucks. 


Of these seventeen fatal accidents, six truck drivers were 
in violation of the law. These included two violations for 
careless driving, two violations for fail to yield the 
right-of-way, and two violation for speed to fast for 
conditions. Ten truck accidents were caused by drivers of 
automobiles while one was caused by a pedestrian. 


Eleven of the fatal accidents occurred on primary highways 
of Montana, five occurred on the interstate system, and one 
on a county road. 


Ten of the seventeen accidents occurred during daylight 
hours, the other seven occurred during the hours of 
darkness. 


Since 1985 when Montana first began truck inspections, the 
number of commercial vehicle accidents has declined from 
1,343 in 1985 to 1,059 in 1988. The number of fatal 
accidents has declined from 35 in 1985 to 33 in 1986 to 23 
in 1987 to 17 in 1988. It appears that the truck inspection 
program is having a favorable effect on reducing accidents 
along with the increased interest of the truck drivers and 
also the emphasis that is placed upon safe operations by 
the various trucking companies. 


It appears that this program as a team effort has been 
successful. With a great deal of effort and cooperation in 
the future this reduced low level of traffic accidents can 
be maintained for the benefit of the motoring public. 
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